
Attachment 3

T e x a s Natural Resource
Conservation Commission

Letter Requesting Assi s tance

140510



I l i l n i M l i l u i l l t U l l J l l l l l l S i r i l i i a ^ i i i l l l l t a T I I M I I I I I • i l i i i K i i i n Q i M t mill mama

APR-25-2000 T U E 12:48 P M T N H C O R R E C T I V E A C T I O N F A X H O . 5122392346 P. 01

T N R C C
T e x a sby n a d u a i n j andP r e v e n t i n g P o l l u t i o n

F A X T R A N S M I T T A L
D A T E : 4 / 2 5 / 2 0 0 0 NUMBER OF PAGES (Including this cover sheet): \~~[

T O : N a m e
O r g a n i z a t i o n

F A X N u m b e r

C h a r l i e G a z d a a n d Ragan Broyl e s
ERA Region 6E m f t r g a n n y R f i a p n n s R Branch
( 2 1 4 ) 665-7447_______

F R O M : T E X A S N A T U R A L R E S O U R C E C O N S E R V A T I O N , C O M M I S S I O N
id L. Davis ^ Jj. MlN a m e

D i v i s i o n / R e g i o n
T e l e p h o n e N u m b e r
F A X N u m b e r

David
T N R C C Remedia t i on Division
( 5 1 2 ) 239-2453
( 5 1 2 ) 239-4814

N O T E S :
R E : L I T T L E B I T W 1 R E L I N E7 1 5 S U N N Y S I D E D R I V EB E A U M O N T , T E X A S 77707T X D N O N ET E X A S D E P A R T M E N T O F H E A L T H R E G I S T R A T I O N N O . L03168T E X A S D E P A R T M E N T O F H E A L T H I N C I D E N T # 6 9 1 9

The Little Bit W i r e l i n e i n c i d e n t consist s of two sites of Americium-241 contaminat ionthat r e su l t ed f r o m a rup tur ed wel l l o g g i n g source. A p p r o x i m a t e l y 3 Curie s ofAmericiurn-241 was in the source when it r u p t u r e d . The well l o g g i n g source wasr u p t u r e d on S e p t e m b e r 1 9 , 1 9 9 5 at the Evans U n i t "A"# 1 well of the North W i n n i eOil Fie ld , near W i n n i e , Chambers C o u n t y , Texas . C o n t a m i n a t i o n by Americium-241was s u b s e q u e n t l y de t e c t ed at Lit t l e Bit Wirel ine ' s s h o p , 715 S u n n y s i d e Drive,Beaumont , J e f f e r s o n C o u n t y , Texas.
The TNRCC f e e l s that these c ond i t i on s pose an imminent and s u b s t a n t i a l threat t ohuman h e a l t h and the environment The TNRCC requests that the EPA ERBassessment and removal d e c l a r a t i o n o f EPA's i n t e n t i o n t o r e spond to th i sinc iden t as soon as pos s ib l e .
C C . J a c q u e l i n e S . H a r d e e , P.E., T N R C CG l e n d a C h a m p a g n e , T N R C CW e s l e y Newberry , T N R C CRobert F r e e , TDH BRC
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L I T T L E B I T W I R E L I N E
7 1 5 S U N N Y S 1 D E D R I V E
B E A U M O N T , T E X A S 77707
T X D N O N E
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH REGISTRATION NO. LOS 168
T E X A S D E P A R T M E N T O F H E A L T H I N C I D E N T # 6919
S i t e Locations:
The L i t t l e Bit Wire l ine incident consis t s of two sites of Amcricium-241 contamination that resulted
f rom a ruptured well l o g g i n g source. The well l o g g i n g source was ruptured on Sept ember 19,1995 at the Evans Unit "A" # 1 well of the North Winnie Oil F i e l d , near Winnie , ChambersCounty, Texas . Contamination by Americiuin-241 was subsequently detected at L i t t l e Bit
Wirel inc ' s shop, 715 Sunnys id e Drive, Beaumont, J e f f e r s o n County, Texas .

Description of the I n c i d e n t and S i t e Condit ions:
On August 11, 1995 an a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3 Curie Amcricium-241 well l o g g i n g source became stuckdown the Evans Unit "A" # 1 well of the North Winni e Oil f i e l d , near Winnie , Chambers County,
T e x a s , A t t e m p t s to recover the source were unsuccessful until Sep t ember 19, 1995 when thesource was di scovered to be leaking. Instrument readings taken at that time ind i ca t ed one m i l l i r o mper hour. Equipment at the si te was washed but had to remain at the s i te due to radiation readings
over regulatory l i m i t s . However , one contaminated mud pump was al lowed to leave the site. A
radiat ion survey of L i t t l e Bit Wireline's shop was p e r f o r m and ind i ca t ed that it was contaminated .
On October 19, 1995 the U . S . Department of Energy recovered the Americium-241 source and
tran spor t ed it to their Los A l a m o s f a c i l i t y on October 20,1995. Later radia t ion surveys by NSS1
i n d i c a t e d high Amcricium-241 in bovine fecal material on the unsecured site.
A time l i n e o f relevant events o f th i s inc ident , N S S I ' s radiat ion survey o f L i t t l e B i t W i r e l i n e ' s
shop and other relevant i n f o r m a t i o n is attached wi th this fax transmii tal .

TNRCC Removal Recommendations:
1. A s s e s s b o l h the well s i te and Li t t l e Bit Wireline's shop for radioac t ive contamination;
2. Evaluate e x i s t ing s tructures at each f a c i l i t y to determine if d e con taminat i on a n d / o rd e m o l i t i o n is a p p r o p r i a t e .

Response Question:
Will the KPA ERB assess the s i t e s l i s t e d above for the response actions?


